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Municipality of Anchorage 

SENIOR CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMISSION 

SUMMARY MEETING MINUTES 

April 22, 2015 

 

Members Present Members Absent Guests 

Joan Fisher, Chair 

Stuart “Cam” Rader, Co-Chair 

Dawnia Clements  

Theresa Brisky  

AnnaBell Stevens 

Carol Jackson 

Kevin Turkington 

Ella Craig 

 

DHHS Staff 

David Levy 

Judy Atkins 

Mary Sullivan (E) 

 

 

 

The meeting started with a quorum in attendance. 

 

I. Call to Order 

Chair Joan Fisher called the meeting to order at 10:08 a.m. at the Chugiak Eagle River 

Senor Center.  Introductions. 

II. Approval of Agenda 

Chair Joan Fisher called for objections to approval of the agenda. Hearing none, agenda 

approved. 

III. Approval of Minutes 

Commissioner Turkington moved to approve the minutes from Mar. 25, 2015 meeting; 

seconded by Commissioner Brisky. Motion passed. 

IV. Liaison Report – David Levy 

Mr. Levy reported that the ADRC staff has increased their outreach efforts; he spoke 

about the pros and cons of conflict free case management and how services are delivered. 
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Additionally he says there may be more opportunities for ADRC’s in Anchorage and 

around the state to get different kinds of services. This will make a huge impact on staff 

and how they work. 

V. OLD Business 

Older Americans Month Kick Off Event-May 6, 2015.   The event is from 10am-Noon at the 

Anchorage Senior Activity Center. The keynote speaker will be Judge Karen Hunt (ret.). 

Commissioner Stevens has agreed to find a singer for the National Anthem and Alaska Flag 

Song. The program is almost complete; Mayor’s and Governor’s proclamations have been 

received; Commissioners Stevens and Craig will present the Ron Hammett Award; a 

pianist for a musical interlude would be an asset. Volunteers are in place and many door 

prizes have been donated.  

Commission Planning Session/Retreat.   June 24, 2015 from 10:00 am-1:00 pm at the BP 

Energy Center. Several names were provided to Mr. Levy as possible facilitators. Chair 

Fisher will “turn over the gavel” to Commissioner Jackson who will assume the Chair 

position.  

Commissioner Fisher confirmed that there will be no Commission meeting in August; 

additionally we would like to hold the September meeting in Girdwood; urging that 

community to participate in discussions about what is needed.   

The letter to the Mayor with Commission Highlights will be completed by June 1, 2015.  

She will be representing the Senior Commission at the May 5
th

 Alaska Commission on 

Aging meeting and providing testimony; an agenda will be sent to the Commissioners. 

VI. New Business - none 

VII. Public Comments 

Linda Hendrickson, Executive Director of Chugiak Eagle River Senior Center, reported on 

the status of the center. The financial climate is not that great with money being tight; 

now is the time to reevaluate if funds are being utilized in the best way and if there are 

challenges that should be fixed. More work is being done with fewer funds available. With 

a lack of housing in the Chugiak area, over 130 people are on the wait list for the facility. 

Many requests are for assisted living. No matter where a person is, the quality of life is the 

most important. The center’s capital funding request was not passed.  

Legislative Update.  A very lean operating and capital budget for the FY2016.  A more 

complete update will be provided in May. 

VIII. Announcements 

Funding has ended for the Prescription Drug Takeback program. Safe Medicine Alliance is 

working with another 501.c.3 to work it out however they may need sponsorship; there 

may be an incineration charge for future turn ins. The program has taken thousands of 

pounds of drugs off the street and receives a wealth of positive feedback. 
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Commissioner Turkington reminded us of the Midnight Sun Home Care Charity Golf 

tournament… “Swing Into Solstice” on Friday, June 19
th

 at O’Malley Golf Course.  

Commissioner Clements asked for a Senior Friendly Report for the next meeting. 

IX. Executive Session 

Commissioner Turkington moved that the Commission go into Executive Session for 

selection of the Ron Hammett Award winner; Commissioner Rader seconded. Motion 

passed at 11:22am. Commissioners Fisher and Clements were excused for this session, 

along with Judy Atkins, staff. Commission was back in session at 11:24am. 

X. Adjournment 

Commissioner Jackson moved that the meeting be adjourned, seconded by Commissioner 

Turkington; adjourned at 11:36am. 

 

 

 

NOTE: immediately following the meeting the Senior Citizens Advisory Commission met 

jointly with the Mat-Su Senor Advisory Commission. Both groups dialoged; an exchange of 

information provided insight into issues of concern for both communities.  

 

 

  


